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for reasons that are almost impossible to un-
derstand, young people thinking that it’s no
longer really dangerous to fool with drugs
again, not to mention illegal, to cut out all
of these programs that would give 94 percent
of the schools in this country an opportunity
to make their schools safer and more drug-
free, whether it’s metal detectors and police
officers or more folks in there teaching pre-
vention, is not common sense.

So I believe if we’ll work together, check
our rhetorical baggage, and try to get this
country into the 21st century remembering
our mission, we can cut a good deal more
spending without cutting our kids and our
future. We can absolutely, dramatically re-
duce the unfair burden of regulation without
undermining the quality of our environment
or the safety of our lives.

In short, we can do what Americans have
always done. We have always been philo-
sophically conservative, pragmatic, oper-
ationally progressive people who got the job
done and moved the country into the future.
That’s how we have performed. That’s why
we’re still around after over 200 years. That
is the genius of our constitutional system.
That’s how you pass a budget in your legisla-
ture every year.

So, since you’re up here in a leadership
conference, I would urge you without regard
to your party or your region, to urge this
course on the Congress—[applause]—urge
this course on the Congress. You know, I
don’t need any lectures in the need to cut
spending. We reduced the deficit $600 bil-
lion without a lot of help 2 years ago. And
we’re going to do it some more. But we can-
not walk away from our responsibilities to our
children and to our future. We have got to
stop a lot of this crazy regulation, but we
have got to do it in a way that leaves us not
only more prosperous in the short run but
leaves us with a safer and more secure envi-
ronment and a healthier citizenry over the
long run.

We can do this. We don’t have to make
a bunch of bogus choices. But we’ve got to
act more like most people do at the State
level and at the local level. We’ve got to be
committed to solving problems, putting peo-
ple first, checking the ideological baggage at
the door. I hope you’ll help us do that. If

you do, we’ll help you make America a better
place.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:20 p.m. at the
Hyatt Regency Hotel. In his remarks, he referred
to Jane Campbell, president, National Conference
of State Legislators, and James Lack, New York
State senator.

Statement on the Justice
Department’s Conclusion of the
Investigation of Transportation
Secretary Federico Peña
March 16, 1995

This is good news for a Secretary of Trans-
portation who’s doing a great job. I’m pleased
for Federico.

Memorandum on Assistance to the
Palestinian Police Force
March 16, 1995

Presidential Determination No. 95–17

Memorandum for the Secretary of State,
the Secretary of Defense

Subject: Drawdown of Commodities and
Services from the Inventory and Resources
of the Department of Defense to Support
Activities of the Palestinian Police Force

Pursuant to the authority vested in me by
section 552(c)(2) of the Foreign Assistance
Act of 1961, as amended, 22 U.S.C.
2348a(c)(2) (the ‘‘Act’’), I hereby determine
that:

(1) as a result of an unforeseen emer-
gency, the provision of assistance
under Chapter 6 of Part II of the Act
in amounts in excess of funds other-
wise available for such assistance is
important to the national interests of
the United States; and

(2) such unforeseen emergency requires
the immediate provision of assistance
under Chapter 6 of Part II of the Act.

I therefore direct the drawdown of com-
modities and services from the inventory and
resources of the Department of Defense of
an aggregate value not to exceed $5 million
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to provide and transport 200 vehicles and
concurrent spare parts to Israel for use by
the Palestinian police force.

The Secretary of State is authorized and
directed to report this determination to the
Congress and to arrange for its publication
in the Federal Register.

William J. Clinton

NOTE: This memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on March 17.

Remarks at a Saint Patrick’s Day
Ceremony With Prime Minister
John Bruton of Ireland and
an Exchange With Reporters
March 17, 1995

The President. Good morning. Please be
seated. Happy St. Patrick’s Day. It’s a great
pleasure for me to welcome the Prime Min-
ister here. This is the Taoiseach’s first visit
to the United States since he assumed office.
So on this St. Patrick’s Day, I think we should
begin with an appropriate greeting, Ceade
mile failte, a hundred thousand welcomes.

Mr. Prime Minister, I think, in this sym-
bolic ceremony, you should go first. So I want
to turn the microphone over to you.

Prime Minister Bruton. Thank you very
much. Mr. President, Mr. Vice President,
Secretary of State, ladies and gentleman: It’s
a wonderful honor for me to be received here
as the leader of an Irish Government of a
country, Ireland, that’s now at peace, at
peace after 25 years of violence.

I want to say that you, Mr. President, prob-
ably as much as any individual, have helped
to bring that about. When you look back on
your administration, I think the bringing of
peace to Ireland will rank as one of your
major personal achievements. The willing-
ness that you showed, Mr. President, to take
risks, to do things that many of us might have
thought were foolhardy at the time, like
granting a visa to Gerry Adams—it has been
proven to be—you have been proven to be
right. You made the right decision.

The results are there for all of us to see,
because you gave that organization the sense
of confidence in itself and a glimpse of the
political dividend that was there for them by

pursuing a peaceful rather than a violent
path. That vista that you opened up to them
by that decision enabled them, gave them
the confidence to end their campaign and
take a new road.

Others need to show similar courage and
generosity. And I know that the United
States will be willing to play the same crucial
role in being a friend to all in Ireland and
encouraging all in Ireland to be generous
risktakers, as you have been, Mr. President,
in your dealings with Ireland since the com-
mencement of your administration.

My purposes in coming here today, on St.
Patrick’s Day, is to thank you very, very
much, from the bottom of my heart, for what
you have done, and to look forward to work-
ing with you and your administration and,
indeed, Congress on a bipartisan basis on
building on this, your great achievement.

The President. Thank you.
Prime Minister Bruton. Now, Mr. Presi-

dent, it is my high honor to present you with
some shamrocks to celebrate this great day.

The President. Thank you very much, Mr.
Prime Minister, for the beautiful gift, the
beautiful Irish crystal. I hope the shamrocks
will bring us the luck of the Irish over the
next few months. [Laughter]

Today, we don’t have to look much further
than the green ties and the dresses in this
room to be reminded of the bonds between
the United States and Ireland, the common
heritage we share and have shared since the
beginning of our country’s existence. Much
of America’s love of freedom has Irish roots,
whether our ancestors were Catholics or
Protestants. Four signers of the Declaration
of Independence were born in Ireland. At
least nine more were of Irish descent. And
many of our bravest soldiers in the Revolu-
tionary War were Irish-Americans.

Today the Irish are still fighting the good
fight, the fight for peace in Lebanon and So-
malia and the Balkans. Irish troops under
U.N. command have braved great dangers
in the quest for peace. Ireland has also
opened a school to train U.N. peacekeepers
from other nations so that we may all benefit
from Ireland’s experience.

Ireland has demonstrated its commitment
to peace most powerfully, of course, in the
efforts to end the violence in Northern Ire-
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